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forenoon. He said it was all over in America : we
could not subdue the colonists, and another gun should
not be fired, were it not for decency's sake; he meant,
in order to keep up an appearance of power. But T
think the lives of our fellow-subjects should not be
thrown away for such decency. He said we may do
very well without America, and he was for withdraw-
ing our troops altogether and letting the Canadians
fall upon our colonists. I do not think he makes our
right to tax at all clear. He says there will in all
probability be a change of the Ministry soon, which he
regrets. Oh, Temple, while they change so often, how
does one feel an ambition to have a share in the great
department! but I fear my wish to be a man of
consequence in the State is much like some of your
ambitious sallies.

Mr. Hume and Lord Kames joined in attacking
Dr. Johnson to an absurd pitch. Mr. Hume said he
would give me half-a-crown for every page of his Dic-
tionary in which he could not find an absurdity, if I
would give him half-a-crown for every page in which
he did not find one : he talked so insolently, really, that
I calmly determined to be at him; so I repeated, by
way of telling that Dr. Johnson could be touched, the
admirable passage in your letter, how the Ministry had
set him to write in a way that they "could not ask
even their infidel pensioner Hume to write."* Upon
honour, I did not give the least hint from whom I
had the letter. When Hume asked if it was from an

* The passage of Temple's letter which Boswell then read to Dr.
Johnson and Hume, with the object of affecting both uncomfortably,
ran thus : " How can your great, I will not say your pious, but your
moral friend, support the barbarous measures of Administration, which
they have not the face to ask even their infidel pensioner Hume to
defend ?" (" Life of Johnson/' 2ist March, 1778.)